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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Members of the Florida Chapter:  

We are truly honored that you have 
selected us to lead the association 
for the next two years, and we are 
grateful for the opportunity to lead 
initiatives that will help current stu-
dents at the University of the West 
Indies, and other individuals in Ja-
maica and South Florida that are in 
need. We commend Dr. Carmen 
Nicholas and the previous board on 
its path breaking accomplishments 
in granting scholarships to UWI stu-
dents, for helping to put the associ-
ation on a firm financial foundation, 
and for the growth in membership. 
We do hope to expand on these ac-
complishments, as the needs are 
greater, and because whatever we 
do for others, we help them to be-
come more functional member of 
our community. We are quite aware 
that we will not be able to achieve 
any level of success in the next two 
years without you,  but from your 
past involvement we know that we 
can count on your support for all the 
association’s future endeavors. On 
the horizon is the Christmas “Zoom” 
Social. More information on this 
event will be sent by email. 

 

 

 

We are hoping to publish the 
newsletter on a bi-monthly basis 
and need your assistance by send-
ing us information that you think 
will be interesting and important 
for the members to know. Here is 
one: the usual Coalition All Alumni 
Walkathon that is held on the first 
Saturday in December will not take 
place this year. The decision was 
made to cancel the walkathon be-
cause of the spiking COVID-19 in-
fection rate, the park not renting 
its pavilion to groups, and the re-
sults of a survey that was sent to 
alumni association presidents. We 
know that this has proven to be a 
good fundraiser for our associa-
tion, and we will be planning some 
activity to substitute for this event. 
 
The PR team has upgraded the 
website and we are asking you to 
take a look at www.uwiaafl.org as 
there could be areas for improve-
ment. You can also click Facebook 
page to connect with the associa-
tion through Facebook. 
 

Christmas MASK-A-RADE SOCIAL 
Page 3 (8 PM – 11 PM) 

PLEASE PLAN TO BE THERE! 
 

 
 

We will continue to move a stone 
for our alma mater each day and 

help them make a productive 
heap. 

Cheralee & Diana 

MEMBERS OF THE  2020 -22 FLORIDA 
CHAPTER EXECUTIVE BOARD  

 

Co-Presidents 

               
   Diana Turnbull        Dr. Cheralee Morgan 

 

Vice Presidents 

                    
Justin Vincent                 Donat Grant 

 

Treasurer & Assistant Treasurer 

                 
Dr. Carmen Nicholas         Miriam White 

 

Secretary & Assistant Secretary 

                   
Dr. Kendra Merchant       Miriam White 

 

Public Relations 

                      
 Dr. Sandra Schrouder     Dr. Rupert Rhodd 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.uwiaafl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/110901175682367/user/100014008862776
https://www.facebook.com/groups/110901175682367/user/100014008862776
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MESSAGE FROM THE OUTGOING PRESIDENT 

(Dr Carmen Nicholas) 

Over the past 4 years, I have served the University of 

the West Indies Alumni Association (UWIAA) Florida 

Chapter as the Board President. Nothing could have 

prepared me for the valuable lessons learned and the 

special relationships formed during this part of my 

life’s journey. As a graduate of the UWI Class of 1975, 

once I got over my feelings of inadequacy, I embraced 

the experience with open arms. Now it is my time to 

move on and relinquish the presidency to others at 

this time. However, I will continue to serve as the 

Treasurer of the Florida UWIAAA Chapter and as the 

Alumni Representative for UWIAA. 

Thank you to the wonderful board members (Rupert, 

Donat, Miriam, Diana, Justin, Margaret (deceased) 

who have served by my side over the years. Each one 

of you have positively impacted my life and supported 

my leadership. As a result of our team efforts, UWIAA-

FL was designated as the most active UWIAA chapter 

two consecutive academic years (2018/19 & 2019/20) 

and we have made significant contribution including 

$5000. 00 in scholarships and grants to UWI students 

for the 20/21 academic year.  Thank you UWI alumni 

and friends for your engagement and support of our 

events and initiatives to raise awareness and support 

for our beloved alma mater. Without you, the chapter 

would not exist. I am depending on you to stay in-

volved as the board, under new leadership seeks to 

provide increasingly more meaningful support to our 

beloved alma mater. 

As the outgoing president, I welcome and pledge my 

support for the new Board Presidents, Dr. Cheralee 

Morgan and Ms. Diana Turnbull. They are capable, 

dedicated and enthusiastic Pelicans who are ready to 

take UWIAA-FL to the next level. I look forward to 

serving alongside them and the other members of the 

board; Justin Vincent -1st vice-president; Donat Grant 

- 2nd vice-president; Dr. Kendra Merchant – Secretary; 

Miriam White - Asst. Secretary and Asst. Treasurer;  

Dr. Rupert Rhodd & Dr. Sandra Schrouder; Public Re-

lations officers.  

Your support encourages us to serve our alumni body, 

present UWI students, our alma mater and the local 

community. I am depending on you to stay engaged.  
 

Warmest regards, 
Carmen Nicholas 

UWIAA-FL Immediate Past President, Treasurer 

    

 

 

Useful Links (UWI Campuses) 

 

Cave Hill 

 

Mona 

 

St. Augustine 

 

Open Campus 

 

Five Islands  

 

UWI Alumni Online 

 

 

Coalition of Jamaican Alumni Associations of Florida 

 

Consulate General of Jamaica - Southeast USA 

 

 
 

We know that you attended wonderful 

high schools in Jamaica and have included 

information on high school alumni associ-

ations in South Florida on pages 10-13. 

The PR Team 

 

https://www.cavehill.uwi.edu/
https://www.mona.uwi.edu/
https://sta.uwi.edu/
https://open.uwi.edu/
https://fiveislands.uwi.edu/
https://www.uwi.edu/alumnionline/
http://www.cjaaf.info/
http://www.jamaicacgmiami.org/
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THIS IS WHY WE NEED TO HELP CURRENT STUDENTS AT OUR ALMA MATER, UWI 

On October 3, 2020, the Jamaica Observer re-
ported that at least 1,500 University of the West 
Indies (UWI), Mona students have applied for leave 
of absence from their studies because they were 
either without Internet access or did not have de-
vices to access their courses online last semester. 

This was disclosed recently by Sujae Boswell, presi-
dent of the UWI Guild of Graduates, in an address at 
the virtual Rotary Club of St Andrew North Educa-
tion Foundation's grant awards ceremony. Accord-
ing to Boswell, although UWI, Mona had sourced 
tablets and laptops on behalf of students, a number 
of them could not afford data charges to be able to 
access their classes online. 

The university was forced to shift classes online be-
cause of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Boswell said while the Guild Fresh Cash financial aid 
programme seeks to assist students in need, it is still 
not enough to meet all the requests. 

“We are anticipating that for the upcoming semes-
ter there will be deregistration of a number of stu-
dents, although, in specific cases, the miscellaneous 
fees have been reduced. However, the tuition fees, 
quoted in US dollars, remain the same, but the real 
Jamaican dollar cost has increased, based on the 
current exchange rate, compared to the J$135 to 
US$1 previously used,” said Boswell.  

He thanked the Rotary Club of St Andrew North Ed-
ucation Foundation for assisting seven students for 
the upcoming semester, to the tune of $235.000. 
The students attend the UWI; Jamaica College; St 
Andrew High School for Girls; Merl Grove High 
School; Ardenne High School; The Queen's School; 
and Calabar High School. Each student will receive a 
grant to cover lunch, transportation, or school fees, 
depending on the need that was identified.  Donald 
Patterson, director of the foundation, announced 
during the virtual awards ceremony that since its in-
corporation 24 years ago, about 100 students have 
received grant assistance from funds earned on in-
vestments, or through fund-raising efforts by the 
Rotary Club of St Andrew North Foundation. 

Boswell, meanwhile, encouraged the club to go be-
yond the financial support provided by the founda-
tion to that of social assistance to both students and 
parents who are undergoing challenges because of 
the pandemic. 

 “We have been seeing an increase in the mental is-
sues among young people during this COVID-19 pe-
riod because, with students being home, a number 
of them are getting depressed and stressed arising 
from their environment, lack of equipment and 
online access that they need to continue their edu-
cation. This is primarily because their parents can-
not afford to assist them,” said Boswell. 

Donations both large and small can make a signifi-
cant difference. When life becomes dire, any 
amount, large or small, can shine a light or create a 
spark that changes a student's life forever. 

Consider donating $25, $50, $100, $200 or more 
if you can, to help keep a student in school through 
scholarships and assist with their living expenses. 
The COVID19 pandemic has decimated any sense of 
a reasonable livelihood for young people trying to 
get a higher education. 

Your donation will be used for one or more of the 
following: 

• Student Scholarship 

• Laptop 

• Internet Service 

• Housing, Food, and Clothing Allowance 
 

Florida UWIAA PR Team 

(Adapted from UWIAA Canada) 

SHINE YOUR LIGHT - DONATE TO       

STUDENT RELIEF  
(Click on this link) 

or donate through the Florida Chapter 

https://www.uwi.edu/alumnionline/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=29
https://www.uwi.edu/alumnionline/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=29


UWI Alumni Association (Florida) November 2020 
 

One UWI, One Alumni Family 5 
 

 

 

2020 SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDEES 
 

Eight (8) recipients attending the University of the West Indies  
US$5,000 in scholarships and grants 

 
Donat & Cecille Grant Scholarship ($1,000) 

Samuel Hamilton - BSc. Electrical Engineering, Mona: 3rd year 
The Manning’s School 

 
Ronald & Miriam White ($1000.00) 

Candice Smith - Open Campus (Jamaica), Social Work Minor in Youth Development, 2nd year  
DeCarteret College 

 
Margaret Barrett Memorial Scholarship ($1000.00) 

Cylindian Goodchild - Mona, Humanities & Education - Film Production, 2nd year 
St. Jago High School  

 
Tuition & Book Grants ($500.00 each) 

Britanie Levein - Mona BSc. Marketing; 2nd year 
Merl Grove High 

  
Delicia Daniels - Open Campus, St. Lucia; Political Science:  3rd year,  

St Joseph’s Convent Secondary School   
 

2020 COVID - 19 Special Grants 
Kerone Gray - Mona BSc. Tourism Management: 2nd year 

Immaculate Conception. 
Value of Award: $500.00 

 
Stacia Simmons - Open Campus, Guyana VISO, Social Science, 3rd year 

Christ Church School 
Value of Award: $250.00 

 
Algee King: Open Campus, St. Vincent & the Grenadines BSc. Psychology, 1st year 

Petit Bordel Secondary School 
Value of Award= $250.00 

 
  

https://redoubtnews.com/2017/03/bcrwi-scholarship-applications-available/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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UWI GRAD ELECTED MAYOR 

UWI Alumna, was elected mayor of the city of New Carrolton in Maryland in June 
2020. She is the first female and first person of colour to be elevated to that position. 
 
She graduated with a degree in management and accounting from The UWI and in 
1996, she was recognised as Student of the Year at UWI. Then migrated to the United 
States. She worked with Sun Trust Bank and then went to Presidential Bank, as a re-
gional manager. She has always seen herself as a community activist rather than a pol-
itician. 

Since taking the reins at city hall, Nembhard she has already instituted a number of 
reforms and is working with the city’s police department to effect reforms. Her agenda is progressive, with 
priorities including the improvement of the city’s infrastructure and solvency, as well as the improvement of the 
quality of life for all residents. 

In terms of policing, Mayor Nembhard notes that the police 
department will institute a community resource officer pro-
gramme where officers out of uniform integrate with the 
community. Additionally, some resources will be reallocated 
from the police department so that people trained in mental 
health can work with the police to help with social interven-
tions.  

She is the youngest person to serve as New Carrolton’s mayor, 
a city with about 60 per cent blacks. She is looking forward to 
serving at a higher level and to making a positive difference. 
 

UWI GRAD IN MEDICINE SOARING IN ALABAMA! 
 

Alicia M. Ward, MD, family medicine, has joined Southeast Health Westgate Clinic. The 
Westgate Clinic is part of the Southeast Health Medical Group, which is the largest mul-
tispecialty group in the region. 

Dr. Ward comes to Dothan from Tallahassee Memorial Healthcare in Tallahassee, Florida, 
where she completed her residency in Family Medicine. Before coming to Tallahassee, she 
worked in her native Barbados providing care to underserved communities. She also served 
as a clinical medical officer with the Ministry of Health in Bridgetown, Barbados. 

Dr. Ward received her Bachelor of Medical Sciences at the University of West Indies, St. Augustine campus in 
Trinidad and Tobago. She earned her Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery from the University of West 
Indies in Bridgetown, Barbados. 

Source: Dothan Eagle, Oct 15, 2020 
  

https://www.uwi.edu/ALUMNIONLINE/sites/default/files/styles/large/public/field/image/image9_3.jpeg?itok=k0bQ8uN4
https://www.uwi.edu/alumnionline/sites/default/files/styles/large/public/field/image/image13_0.jpeg?itok=ogmKGuhc
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UWI SCIENTIST, PROFESSOR JOHN AGARD APPOINTED BY UN SECRETARY-GENERAL  
Professor John Agard appointed to co-chair 2023 Global Sustainable Development Report team 

Professor John Agard, a leading scientist from the Department of Life Sciences at The Uni-

versity of the West Indies, St. Augustine Campus has been appointed by UN Secretary-

General, António Guterres to help draft the 2023 Global Sustainable Development Report. 

Professor Agard joins a diverse group of 15 independent scientists around the world, repre-

senting a wide range of disciplines, expertise, and backgrounds, who will work as a team on 

preparing the report. He is the only scientist from the Caribbean region and will co-chair 

this group of eminent scholars. 

 

According to a statement from the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, “The Report will provide 

guidance on the state of global sustainable development from a scientific perspective, address new and emerg-

ing issues and challenges, and offer recommendations for action by governments and other actors.” It is the 

second such group and report, as mandated by United Nations Member States. 

 

The first group released its report, entitled The Future is Now: Science for Achieving Sustainable Development, 

in September of 2019. The COVID-19 pandemic has since emerged, threatening decades of development pro-

gress. The next report will be developed in this context and will be published in 2023, then in September of that 

year, inform the high-level, global review of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. The team will conduct its 

work from October 2020 until then coordinating inputs from existing networks, representing the United Nations, 

the private sector, civil society, and academia groups. 

 

At the international level, Professor Agard has served on a number of global working groups.  He has been a 

Lead Author of the UN Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 4th and 5th Assessments and a 

Review Editor on the 6th Assessment Report. He also served as the Coordinating Lead Author on the Intergov-

ernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES). Professor Agard serves as 

independent advisor on environment and sustainability policy to the Board of the Inter-American Development 

Bank (IDB) in Washington, DC; he has previously served as a member of the CARICOM Climate Change Task 

Force and as a member of the Caribbean Sea Commission formed by the Association of Caribbean States (ACS) 

to advance the cause of integrated management of the Caribbean Sea.  

 

Professor of Tropical Island Ecology, Agard was Head of the Department of Life Sciences at The UWI St. Augus-

tine Campus for six years. He is currently Director of The UWI St Augustine Centre for Innovation and Entrepre-

neurship. His qualifications include a B.Sc. and Ph.D. from The UWI and a Master of Science in Pollution and 

Environmental Control from the University of Manchester. 

  

https://sdgs.un.org/gsdr/gsdr2023
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MICHAEL G. SALMON, M.SC. NAMED ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT/DEAN OF ACADEMIC      
EXCELLENCE AND SENIOR ADVISOR TO THE PRESIDENT 

In a letter to the Marymount Manhattan College (MMC) in New York, the president of the 
institution Dr. Kerry Walk, wrote the following:  

I am thrilled to announce the appointment of Michael G. Salmon, M.Sc. as Assistant Vice 
President/Dean of Academic Excellence and Senior Advisor to the President. In this new 
position, Michael will advise me on the strategic direction of the College; serve as Ambas-
sador to a wide variety of internal and external constituencies; and partner with the lead-
ership of Academic Affairs, Student Success & Engagement, and Institutional Advancement 
to move initiatives forward that are of vital importance to MMC’s future. Many of these 
initiatives are close to Michael’s heart, such as programs in parent/family engagement, 

alumni outreach, student recruitment, student success, and faculty and staff development. He will also continue 
to teach Economics, a field in which his specializations include cross-country business cycle transmissions, Carib-
bean Basin economics, and applied microeconomics theory. 

Dean Salmon, as he is affectionately known, is among the most highly regarded members of the MMC commu-
nity; he is also among the most popular, having even “gone viral” with this year’s new and transfer students 
after an inspirational speech he gave. Indeed, inspiration is what Michael has brought to MMC students, faculty, 
staff, families, and alumni for over two and a half decades, having joined our college community in 1993 as a 
part-time Economics professor. He is a person who truly knows how to inspire people to action. 

During his distinguished career at MMC, Dean Salmon has served in a variety of roles under three presidents at 
MMC, most recently as Assistant Vice President and Dean of the Center for Academic Excellence, with oversight 
of Academic Advisement, MMC’s Higher Education Opportunity Program (HEOP), and the Center for Academic 
Support & Tutoring (CAST).  

Dean Salmon completed his undergraduate and graduate studies at the University of the West Indies and was 
mentored by some of the most highly regarded scholars in economics. He notes that while he was enrolled at 
The UWI Mona, he met world-renowned economist, Dr. George Beckford, a leading scholar of plantation eco-
nomics, who became his mentor and inspired him to reach higher, even offering Salmon, at this point a young 
man of great promise, his first teaching position with the University. The positive impact of Dr. Beckford’s men-
torship changed Salmon’s life.  

In 1993, he joined MMC as an Economics instructor and even with his administrative duties, he continues to 
teach one course each semester to this day. At MMC, it did not take very long for Prof. Salmon to make the 
transition to Dean Salmon, an advisor who became the leader of the Office of Academic Advisement for nearly 
two decades. He worked tirelessly and enthusiastically to build Academic Advisement into the trusted and caring 
office it is today. 

For his outstanding role as an administrator, Dean Salmon was awarded the College’s annual Outstanding Ad-
ministrator Award a record-breaking four times. On a national level, he is the recipient of the Outstanding First-
Year Student Advocate Award from The National Resource Center for The First-Year Experience and Students 
in Transition, which recognizes and rewards individuals who are involved in high-impact practices for first-year 
student success. Dean Salmon will now be using the lessons and experience garnered over a lifetime to reach 
an even wider circle of MMC students, alumni, families, and friends in his new role. 

  

https://www.uwi.edu/alumnionline/sites/default/files/styles/large/public/field/image/image16_0.jpeg?itok=S3h9TFzO
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UWI 5K Virtual Run/Walk 

Participation at any time between November 1- 21, 2020 

Participants may complete the 5K at a park, on a track or on a treadmill 

 

Registration 
 

www.uwi5k.org or www.runningeventsja.com 

 
Cost 

 

$1,500 JMD (local) or $10 USD (international). 
 

If you have children under 11 years of age, the Smart Eggs Kids K (which is 
only 1K) is the ideal way to get children away from devices and out of the 
house, and is a great family activity. Kids under 11 are free! 
 
All proceeds from the CB Group UWI Virtual Run will be used to provide 
scholarships for outstanding academic achievers who lack the funds neces-
sary to realize their potential and for the development of sports on all cam-
puses which plays an integral role in the Caribbean's development.  

 
 

TO REGISTER CLICK HERE 

 

 

 

http://www.uwi5k.org/
http://www.runningeventsja.com/
https://www.runningeventsja.com/cb-group-uwi-virtual-run.html
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