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INDEPENDENCE MESSAGE  

THE COALITION OF JAMAICAN ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS OF FLORIDA 
Education Matters! 

 

HAPPY SIXTY-FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF INDEPENDENCE JA-
MAICA, and to all Jamaicans in the Diaspora. We celebrate 
with you another year of an independent Jamaica.  

As we reflect on Jamaica’s independence and some of its 
possible meanings; self-rule, self-determination, self-reli-
ance and sufficiency, and directing one's own affairs without 
interference, we are reminded of not only how far Jamaica 
has come since 1962 in terms of self- reliance, but also, how much the alumni 

associations in South Florida have done to help schools and colleges achieve some form of au-
tonomy and independence.   

Through the support of projects to improve schools’ infrastructure, and by helping to fund stu-
dents’ basic needs, our schools and colleges in Jamaica are relying less on government’s funding 
and are learning to become more independent. Self-reliance and autonomy in our schools have 
also helped to increase students,’ principals,’ and teachers’  confidence in their ability to achieve 
and their sense of responsibility. With our alumni groups, there is also more determination to 
solve problems in our community and to take hold of the future.  

As a community, we have always worked together, supported each other, and learned from each 
other. These are the traits that continue to bring us closer and make our community stronger in 
South Florida and back home in Jamaica. This we are certain will continue as we work together 
to make the bond stronger.  

Jamaica is still a young independent na-
tion with very talented people and won-
derful natural resources. When we com-
bine these very valuable assets with our 
strong desire to help each other, there is 
so much more that our alumni commu-
nity and Jamaica will achieve in the fu-
ture. We look forward to a brighter to-
morrow for Jamaicans here in the Dias-
pora and for our homeland.  
 
Let us celebrate our independence as a people, as organizations committed to help others 
achieve, and as a nation committed to the development of our most important natural resource, 
the people of Jamaica. 
 

Sandra Schrouder PhD & Rupert Rhodd PhD 
The Coalition of Jamaican Alumni Associations of Florida, Inc. 

cjaaf@gmail.com; http://www.cjaaf.info 

mailto:cjaaf@gmail.com
http://www.cjaaf.info/
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INDEPENDENCE MESSAGE 

GLOBAL JAMAICA DIASPORA COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE SOUTHERN UNITED STATES 
Greater inclusivity of Jamaicans living across the globe 

As your Global Jamaica Diaspora Council Representative for the 
Southern United States, I am proud to join with you in celebrating 
Jamaica's 61st Independence celebration. This is a day to commem-
orate our nation's hard-won freedom and to reflect on the many 
achievements we have made since 1962. 

Jamaica is a land of rich culture and history. We are a people of 
resilience and creativity. We have made significant contributions to 
the world in the areas of music, sports, and culture. 

On this day, let us come together to celebrate our Jamaican heritage 
and to reaffirm our commitment to building a better future for our nation. Let us also remember 
those who have made sacrifices to ensure our freedom. 

I wish you all a happy and prosperous Independence Day! 

Here are some of the things that make Jamaica a great country: 

• The people: Jamaicans are known for their warm hospitality and their love of life. 
• The culture: Jamaica has a rich and vibrant culture, which is reflected in its music, food, and 

art. 
• The natural beauty: Jamaica is home to some of the most beautiful beaches in the world, as 

well as lush rainforests and stunning mountains. 
• The opportunities: Jamaica is a country with a lot to offer, both in terms of business and 

personal opportunities. 

I am proud to be a Jamaican, and I am proud to be a part of the Jamaican diaspora in the Southern 
United States. Let us continue to work together to build a better future for our nation. 

Happy Independence Day, Jamaica! 
Peter Gracey 

 
 

Global Jamaica Diaspora Council Representative 
Southern United States 

 
petergracey@gmail.com 

www.jadco.org 

  

mailto:petergracey@gmail.com
http://www.jadco.org/
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INDEPENDENCE MESSAGE 
CONSULATE GENERAL OF JAMAICA, MIAMI 

R. Oliver Mair, Consul General 
 

My fellow Jamaicans, as we come together as a nation to cele-
brate our 61st Anniversary of Independence “Jamaica 61 – 
Proud & Strong”   let us reflect on our many achievements and 
give thanks to Almighty God  for another year of blessings. 
  

On behalf of the Consulate General of Jamaica, Miami, I commend all Jamai-
cans as you continue to show that collective spirit of how Jamaicans unite for 
the common good, a spirit of generosity and patriotism. In life, adversities and 
trials will come, but as a people we’re resilient,  strong and we’ve always over-

come.  As we reflect on 61 years of Independence, let us not forget the steps we have made forward, 
creating opportunities for the betterment of Jamaicans at home and abroad, even under the most 
challenging circumstances. 

 

Proud and Strong does not always mean there is no fear, uncertainty nor doubt. But in spite of our 
apprehension, as a people, we step out in faith knowing that the God of our nation will guide us as 
He has always done and has been our light throughout the countless hours. 
 

Celebrating our pride and strength, we must remember those who have inspired us through the 
pages of history. Let us use the strength of our forefathers – including Bob Marley and Marcus Gar-
vey and also Miss Lou, to step into our greatness.  This has also been fueled by the athletic prowess 
and continued success of those on the global stage - Usain Bolt and Shelly Ann Frazer - to help us 
continue the journey both at home and in the Diaspora. This firm resolve has given us the oppor-
tunity to recognize and appreciate the resilience and tenacity of our Jamaican people.   
 

Our Jamaicans continue to rise to the top in leadership positions achieving greatness in every disci-
pline. As a country we continue to stand on high marks, maintaining a positive outlook against all 
odds. Let me commend our Diaspora and friends for the critical role they continue to play in the 
growth and development of our beloved homeland, maintaining  the focus on economic develop-
ment, especially benefiting health and education, and our social services.  You continue to give of 
your time, talents, and resources to support the countless Jamaicans who have been beneficiaries 
of your philanthropic efforts. 
 

As a people, we stand proud and can look forward with enthusiasm and excitement as we unite to 
carry on, building a better Jamaica, land we love. Reflecting on our past, we must assess the present, 
and look to the future with humility, a gentle and kind heart, and be mindful that God is our constant 
guide, and with Him all things are possible.  
 

On behalf of my family and the staff at the Consulate General, let me wish you my Diaspora family, 
as you celebrate, a peaceful and joyful 61 years of Independence, continued health, strength and 
purpose. 

  
“Jamaica 61 – Proud & Strong!” 
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION HIGH TOPS 2023 ACADEMIC RANKINGS 
 

The media in Jamaica reported that Immaculate Conception (98%) ranked highest in the 2023 Aca-

demic Ranking for High Schools followed by Campion, St. Andrew High, Wolmer’s Girls, Montego 

Bay High, and Ardenne rounding off the top 6 schools. We commend all schools that were in this 

report because over 50 per cent of their students passed at least five subjects including both Math 

and English in the CSEC examination.  

It was also reported that due to COVID, only twenty-seven schools met the criteria for this study 

(having over 50 per cent of their students passing five subjects with both Math and English) and thus 

were included in the study. We are hoping that the next ranking will include at least 50% or 85 of 

the total of 170 secondary, technical, and agricultural high schools in Jamaica.  

Among the factors that are responsible for high ranking percentages are strong teaching and learn-
ing systems, and excellent adoption and use of technology across the board. Our Jamaican alumni 
community in Florida has 60 Jamaican Alumni Associations, over thirty more that the number in-
cluded in the study. Let us as an alumni community in Florida pledge to give more support to our 
schools in Jamaica and target our support to the factors outlined above. This will help to ensure that 
the schools our Florida Alumni groups are supporting are included in the list when the rankings are 
completed in the future. 

Congrats to our alumni groups for creating such wonderful partnerships with their alma mater, be-
cause by so doing you are helping to ensure that our students are successful in CSEC and CAPE ex-
ams. Click on this LINK to read the full 2023 report, and the schools and ranks are on the next page.  

Sandra & Rupert 

JAMAICA EX-POLICE ASSOCIATION HAS NEW LEADERS 

The new president of the Jamaica Ex-Police Association of South Florida, Inc., is Ivan Wallace. He 
served at the Immigration Branch of the Jamaica Constabulary Force, and Miami-Dade County Cor-
rections. The vice president is Alphonso Dinn and the board chairman is Lawrence Palmer. Malachi 
Smith is still the association's public relations (PR) person. Best wishes to the new board of JEPA. 

 
Sandra & Rupert 

 

 

http://educatejamaica.org/images/High_School%20Rankings_2023.pdf
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS 
 

1. Convent of Mercy Academy “Alpha” Association 
Kerry-Ann Brown  (President) 
kbrown@alphaalumnaeflchapter.org 
info@alphaalumnaeflchapter.org 
Website 
 

2. Ardenne Alumni Association of Florida 
Dennis Livingston  (President) 
dennis_livingston@msn.com 
Facebook 

 
3. Calabar High School Alumni Association 

Derrick Munroe        (President)  
president@cbarfla.org 
Website 

 
4. Camperdown Past Students Association  

Michelle Cooper   (President)  
 (954) 802-6590  
 executives@camperdownfl.org 
 cdownpaststudent@gmail.com 
 Website 
 
5. CAST/UTECH Alumni Association 

Dr. Marilyn Morrison-Padilla (President) 
(954) 578-5858   
dr@morrisonsrx.com 
 

6. Central Branch Primary Alumni Association 
Dr. Justin Peart   (President)  
ahwhadat@gmail.com 
Facebook 

 
7. Charlemont High School PSA 

Onenetta Labeach  (President)  
(404) 915-8387  
chspsafoundation@gmail.com 
Facebook 
 

8. Church Teachers’ College Alumni Assoc.  
Mike Andrews   (President) 
(305) 502-6713  
andrmx@yahoo.com 
Facebook 
 
 

9. Clarendon College Alumni Association 
Sonia Polack     (President) 

(561) 396-8012 
president@clarendoncollegefl.org 
Website 
 

10. Cornwall College Alumni Association 
Robert Smart  (President)  
(954) 559-6897 
president@calumni-florida.com 
Website 

    
11. DeCarteret College Past Students’ Alliance  

Sean Brown   (President)  
Facebook 
 

12. Dinthill Technical Alumni Association  
Derrick Blair  (President)  
(954) 330-8578 
dths_dinthill_of_florida@hotmail.com 
Facebook 

 
13. Excelsior High School Alumni Association 

Jasmine Gray-Young  (President)  
(954) 608-1547 
Staystrong1962@yahoo.com 

 xcrflorida@aol.com  
 Website 
 
14. Ferncourt High School Alumni Association  

Esmin Blackwood  (President) 
(786) 426-0390   
ferncourthsaasouthfl@yahoo.com 
 

15. Glenmuir High School Alumni Association 
Norman Archer     (President) 
(954) 637-3417 
GlenmuirHSAlumni@gmai.com 
Narch66@gmail.com 
Website 
Facebook 

  

mailto:info@alphaalumnaeflchapter.org
https://alphaalumnaeflchapter.org/
mailto:dennis_livingston@msn.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/829823333724053/permalink/4643837322322616
mailto:president@cbarfla.org
http://www.cbarfla.org/
mailto:executives@camperdownfl.org
mailto:cdownpaststudent@gmail.com
http://www.camperdownfl.org/
mailto:dr@morrisonsrx.com
mailto:ahwhadat@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/centralbranchaa
mailto:chspsafoundation@gmail.com
https://m.facebook.com/chspsa/
mailto:andrmx@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/171951129497228/
mailto:president@clarendoncollegefl.org
http://www.clarendoncollegefl.org/
mailto:president@calumni-florida.com
http://www.ccalumni-florida.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DeCarteret-Past-Students-Alliance-112207933696444
mailto:dths_dinthill_of_florida@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Dinthill-Technical-High-School-Alumni-Association-of-Florida-219894701386480/
mailto:Staystrong1962@yahoo.com
mailto:xcrflorida@aol.com
http://www.xlcrflorida.org/
mailto:ferncourthsaasouthfl@yahoo.com
mailto:GlenmuirHSAlumni@gmai.com
mailto:Narch66@gmail.com
https://glenmuiralumnifl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/13098197686/
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16. Holmwood Technical High School Alumni  
Merline Higgins  (President)  
(954) 461-4298      
merlinehiggins@gmail.com 
Website 
 

17. Holy Childhood Alumnae Association 
Dr. Michelle Richards  (President) 
(954) 465-1881 
hchsalumni20@gmail.com   
Facebook 

 
18. Holy Trinity High School PSA 

Joseph Williams  (President) 
(954) 907-5943 
HolyTrinityFloridaChapter@gmail.com 
www.holytrinitypaststudentsja.com 

 
19. Immaculate Con. High Alumnae Assoc. 

Judith Mercurius Poten (President)  
(305) 609-3332.  
judithpoten@hotmail.com 
ichsaa.florida@aol.com 
Website 

 
20. Jamaica College Old Boys Association. 

Xavier Murphy  (President)  
(954) 536-8811      
xaviermurphy@yahoo.com 
info@Jcobafl.org 
Website 

 
21. Jamaica Ex-Police Association  

Ivan Wallace  (President)  

(954) 306-6274 

ivanhoewallace@yahoo.com 
http://www.jepasf.com 
 

22. Jamaica Ex-Soldier Association 
Patrick Russell  (President) 
(954) 324-5506 
jesa_allflorida@yahoo.com 
Website 
 

23. Kingston College Old Boys Association  
(954) 587-5257  
fortis_Florida@Bellsouth.Net 
Website 

24.  Friends of KTHS High School  
Shannet Brown-Peterkin  (President) 
(954) 610-3192     
shannetpat2000@gmail.com 
Website 

 
25. KTHS Past Students’ Association 

Marlando Christie  (President) 
(754) 202-6415  
ktpsfl@gmail.com 
Website 

 
26. Knockalva International Alumni Association 

Dr. Gersham Nelson  (Chair) 
Knockalvaiaa@gmail.com 
Website 

 
27. Knox South Florida Past Students Assoc. 
 Leary Mullings     (President) 

(954) 594-2699  
lcmullings@aol.com 

 
28. Manchester High School Alumni Assoc.  

manhesterhighschool@gmail.com  
 
29. Manning’s Past Students Association  

Leroy Bookal   (President) 
(954) 464 6940 
lebookal@hotmail.com 
Website 

 
30. Marymount High School Alumnae Assoc. 

Pat Matthews-Darlington  (President)  
(954) 288-3853     

 marymountalumnae@gmail.com 
 

31. MICO Alumni Association 
Errol Evans   (President 
(954) 804-7200  
Website 

  Facebook 
 

32. Montego Bay High School Alumnae Assoc.  
Audrey Smith   (President) 
(954) 330 4500 
montegobayhighsfl@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:sflhpsa@yahoo.com
https://holmwoodtechnicalsfl.com/
mailto:hchsalumni20@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Childhood-High-School-International-Alumni-Association-Inc-102700894502097
mailto:HolyTrinityFloridaChapter@gmail.com
mailto:judithpoten@hotmail.com
mailto:ichsaa.florida@aol.com
http://www.ichsalumnae.com/
mailto:xaviermurphy@yahoo.com
mailto:info@Jcobafl.org
http://www.jcobafl.org/
mailto:ivanhoewallace@yahoo.com
http://www.jepasf.com/
mailto:jesa_allflorida@yahoo.com
http://jesasouthflorida.org/
mailto:fortis_Florida@Bellsouth.Net
http://www.kcobafl.org/
mailto:shannetpat2000@gmail.com
http://www.friendsofkths.com/
mailto:ktpsfl@gmail.com
http://www.kthspsafl.org/
mailto:gershamn@ourlook.com
https://knockalvaiaa.wordpress.com/?taxonomy=nav_menu&term=home
mailto:lcmullings@aol.com
mailto:manhesterhighschool@gmail.com
mailto:lebookal@hotmail.com
http://www.manningssfl.com/
mailto:marymountalumnae@gmail.com
https://micoalumniflorida.org/
https://micoalumniflorida.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/160744540618089/media
mailto:montegobayhighsfl@gmail.com
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33. Montego Bay High Int’l Alumnae Assoc. 
Lisa Legg/Karen Morris-Clarke  
(561) 714-3441/984-0616    
info@Mbhsiaa.org; 
Website 
 

34. Mount Alvernia High Alumnae Assoc. 
Carleen Williams (President)   
mahssf06@gmail.com 
Facebook 

 
35. Mount Alvernia Alumni Assoc. (Cen. Fla)  

Dawn Chin Jones (President)  
(813) 910-9880     
dawnchinjones@yahoo.com 
Website 

 
36. Munro-Hampton Alumni Association 

Coleen Lyn  (Co-President)  
Horace Cox  (Co-President) 
(954) 683-0671 
info@munrohamptonflorida.org 
Website 

 
37. Northern Caribbean Univ. Alumni Assoc.  

Paul Anderson  (President) 
(954) – 773-4705 
ncusouthflorida@gmail.com 
Website 

 
38. Queen’s High School Alumni Association 

Natalie Chung-Cauldero (President)   
(954) 471-4744     
qhsflchapter@gmail.com 

 
39. Rusea’s Old Students Association 

Colin Rigg  (President)  
954 709 0208 
info@rosafl.org 
Website 
 
 
 

 

40. St. Andrew High Old Girls’ Association  
Michelle Morris-Penn (President) 
(754) 201-6589 
mmorrispenn@gmail.com 
 

41. St. Andrew Techical Alumni Association  
Janet Chin  (President) 
(954) 465-6153 
stathsalumnisfl@gmail.com 
 

42. St. Ann’s Bay Primary Alumni Association 
Carlene Wittingham   (President)  
sabpsalumni@gmail.com 
 

43. St. Catherine High School Alumni Assoc.  
Jasmine Barnes   (President)  
(786) 252-6120     
jbarnes530@gmail.com 
Website 
 

44. St. Elizabeth Tech High Alumni Association 
Michael McCreath  (President) 
stethsaa@gmail.com 
 

45. St. George's College Old Boys Association 
Michael Lewis     (President) 
board@Stgcfl.com 
Facebook     
Website 
 

46. St. Hilda’s High School Alumni Association 
  Angela Garrick    (President)  
  (305) 215-2074  
  angiegarrick@aol.com 

Website 
 

47. St. Hugh’s High School Alumnae Assoc. 
Judith DeMercado  (President) 
(954) 235-6066 
judith.demercado@gmail.com 
floridaswans@Shaafl.org 
Website 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@Mbhsiaa.org
http://mbhsiaa.org/
mailto:mahssf06@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/MAHSAAI
mailto:dawnchinjones@yahoo.com
http://www.mahscfl.org/
mailto:info@munrohamptonflorida.org
http://www.munrohamptonflorida.org/
https://ncusouthflorida.org/
mailto:qhsflchapter@gmail.com
mailto:info@rosafl.org
https://www.rosafl.org/
mailto:mmorrispenn@gmail.com
mailto:stathsalumnisfl@gmail.com
mailto:sabpsalumni@gmail.com
mailto:jbarnes530@gmail.com
http://stcatherinehighalumni.com/
mailto:stethsaa@gmail.com
mailto:board@Stgcfl.com
https://www.facebook.com/stgcfl/about/?ref=page_internal
https://stgcflorida.com/
mailto:angiegarrick@aol.com
https://www.sthildasalumnae.org/
mailto:judith.demercado@gmail.com
mailto:floridaswans@Shaafl.org
http://www.shaafl.org/
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48. St. Jago High School Alumni Association  
Errol Capbell  (President) 
(954) 551-7469 
Errol_225@hotmail.com 
Facebook 
 

49. St. Mary High South Florida Alumni  
Michael Brady  (President) 
(954) 663-7220 
bradysrx@Hotmail.com 
Facebook 

 
50. Tarrant High School Past Students’ Assoc. 

Michael Rose  (President) 
  (954) 353-1702 
  tarranthighjusa@aol.com 

Website 
 

51. The Alumni Association of Titchfield High  
Paul Perry  (President) 
(954) 647-0293 
spectra2@bellsouth.net 
taa@Titchfieldhigh.com 
Website 

 
52. Tivoli Gardens High School Alum Track Corp.  

Dr. Michael Weir (CEO) 
(772) 284-1407 
tghsatc@gmail.com 
Website 
 

53. UWI Alumni Association 
Diana Turnbull  (President) 
uwiaafl@gmail.com 
Website 
 

54. Vere Technical High Alumni Association 
Fitzroy Salesman (President) 
(754) 610-4055 
 president@veretechalumnifl.org 
 

55. Westwood Old Girls Alumni Association 
Donna-Lee Nicholson (President)  
(954) 609 4112  
sfcwoga@gmail.com 
Website 
 
 

56. Windsor /Wilmar High Alumni, NA 
Dr. Indiana Robinson (President)  
(954) 665 9532  
inyaso@hotmail.com 
Facebook 
 

57. Wolmer’s Alumni Association 
Marlene Williams (President) 
(888) 965-6377 
wolmersouthfla@gmail.com 
Website   
 

58. Wolmer’s - Age Quod Agis SA Association 

Andre Gray  (President) 
(954) 559-5991 
www.agequodagissaa.org 
Facebook 

 
59. York Castle High Alumni Association 

Rudy Betton   (President) 
(954) 634-7100 
ychsaafc@gmail.com 
Facebook 

 

mailto:Errol_225@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/stjagohighschoolalumniflorida/
mailto:bradysrx@Hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/54276341546
http://www.tarranthspsa.com/
mailto:spectra2@bellsouth.net
mailto:taa@Titchfieldhigh.com
https://titchfieldhigh.com/
mailto:tghsatc@gmail.com
https://tghsatc.org/
mailto:uwiaafl@gmail.com
http://www.uwiaafl.org/
mailto:president@veretechalumnifl.org
mailto:sfcwoga@gmail.com
http://www.sfcwoga.com/Index.Html
mailto:inyaso@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/146314192059332
mailto:wolmersouthfla@gmail.com
http://www.wolmersouthfla.org/
http://www.agequodagissaa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/149390841874355
mailto:ychsaafc@gmail.com

