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From the Presidents’ Desk 
 
Dear Members of Our UWI Community in Florida: 
 
The GOLF TOURNAMENT to benefit UTECH, UWI and Kids in Science was held on May 27, 2022, 
and we are so thankful for the effort of Eric Hammond and his team. With this being the inaugural 
tournament, we are certainly planning to make next year’s tournament bigger. Thanks again Mr. 
Hammond for all your hard work. 
 

Again, we say thank you to Dr. 
Leahcim Semaj for his very inspiring 
message at our quarterly meeting in 
April. As graduates of the University 
of the West Indies, we certainly ben-
efitted from the outstanding profes-
sors that taught us. Although Dr. 
Semaj did not teach us at UWI (hav-
ing joined the faculty after we left), 
from his presentation and from what 

we know about him, he is included in this list of outstanding professors. (On the left, Dr. Semaj 
with the token of appreciation that is displayed on the right. 
 
Our chapter is always looking for ways to help the local community and will set a date for our 
Feeding South Florida initiative. We are thankful to be leading such a wonderful group of UWI 
graduates who are so community oriented. 
 
We are so happy that members of our association are having a wonderful experience in the 
ABENG BOOK CLUB. We commend the organizers and commend the co-sponsoring chapters: the 
University of the West Indies Alumni Association New York, Florida and Washington DC Chap-
ters. Special thanks to Dr. Gerald White-Davis who started the ABENG book club. 
 
JERRY BRADFORD MEDFORD who has served as the alumni Associations’ representative on the 
UWI Executive Committee, and as the president of the UWI Alumni Association (Trinidad & To-
bago) died recently. In a tribute to JERRY BRADFORD MEDFORD, Celia Davidson Francis, the di-
rector of Alumni Relations for the University of the West Indies, wrote these words. 

The life and legacy of outstanding alumnus Jerry Medford will long be recognized by The Univer-
sity of the West Indies. His passing is a tremendous loss for the UWI community. …. He always 
worked to unite and engage fellow alumni from all the UWI campuses when he served as Alum-
nus representative. His loyal commitment to the UWI Trinidad and Tobago Chapter also remains 
undeniable, as evidenced by his over 30 years of involvement, serving as President several times, 
as well as in other capacities. …..In my role as Director of Alumni Relations for The UWI, I knew 
Jerry well and was always impressed by his unswerving commitment to his Alma Mater. His con-
viction that a strong alumni body was necessary for the continued development and wellbeing 
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of this University mirrored my own, and I could always count on his support for all things to do 
with alumni relations.  

 

Jerry Medford never left the University of the West Indies because he joined UWI Alumni Asso-

ciation, Trinidad & Tobago after graduation. He was all about giving back to the UWI and mem-

bers of our executive body have served with him. Jerry is the fourth person from the left or right 

in the front row, and Donat Grant, VP of the Florida Chapter is the seventh person standing from 

the right. 

We send condolences to his family and the Trinidad and Tobago Chapter. 

Stay safe and healthy, 
Cheralee & Diana  
 

================================================ 
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From the Public Relations Committee 

Dear Members of the Florida Chapter & Friends 
 
We are happy to be spearheading the SUMMER FUNDRAISING RAFFLE for the Florida Chapter of 
the University of the West Indies Alumni Association. This is one of our major fundraising efforts, 
the proceeds from which will be used to provide scholarships for needy and gifted students at-
tending the University of the West Indies. 
 
With your help in previous years, the summer fund raising raffle has been successful. We are 
counting on you to support us again this year by purchasing/selling raffle tickets.  
 
As with the previous years, a 55-inch 4K smart television will be the raffle prize and the raffle 
ticket cost $5. The drawing will take place on August 20, 2022, at the general meeting.  
 
We still have 400 tickets to distribute. If you need tickets, please call Rupert at 954-242-2529 or 
write to Sandra at sansch33@hotmail.com. Every dollar from the sale of raffle tickets will go di-
rectly to students attending the University of the West Indies. If we sell the remaining 400 tickets, 
it will add $2,000 to the Chapter’s scholarship fund. WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE RAFFLE! 

 
 

 FLORIDA UWI ALUMNI SHIRTS 
 
We contacted vendors to get ideas for UWI Alumni Florida Chapter shirts. The designs below 
were created by us, and we are soliciting input from you that could improve the design. Although 
the area where the logo is situated looks white, it will have the same color as the shirt. We will 
also ask the presidents to get clearance whether the chapter can use the logo. Hopefully, with 
your input and approval, we can have the design finalized for production by the end of August. 
The cost will be sent after the design is finalized. Please send Sandra a note Sansch33@hot-
mail.com with your input. 

mailto:sansch33@hotmail.com
mailto:Sansch33@hotmail.com
mailto:Sansch33@hotmail.com
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ON JULY 1, 2022, BEGINNING AT 7:30 PM, THE FLORIDA CHAPTER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 
WEST INDIES ALUMNI ASSOCIATION WILL BE HOSTING “A NIGHT OF FUN, LAUGHTER, AND 
BINGO” by ZOOM. Prizes will include gift cards (minimum value $25) from some of your favorite 
stores, gift baskets, and other items. We are hoping to have a very large number of prizes.  
 

The only requirement to play BINGO is that you must purchase 4 raffle tickets, by 
July 1. 
 
MEETING ID: 772 127 2648  
PASSCODE: 33076 
LINK: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7721272648?pwd=bURLUWxod0NxK1VtQ0NLMy9qSktKZz09 
 

 FLORIDA CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
Applications are open for the Florida Chapter of the UWI Alumni Association Scholarships for 
current student at the University of the West Indies. The closing date is August 15, 2022. Please 
share with eligible students at the University of the West Indies. Here is the list of scholarships. 
 

1. Ronald & Miriam White Scholarship  

2. The Dr. Carmen Amos-Nicholas Early Childhood Education Scholarship 

3. UWI Alumni Association (Florida) General Scholarship  

4. The Beverly Fray Bursary for the Study of Spanish, French, & Politics and/or 

International Relations 

  
We look forward to seeing you next month at the BINGO NIGHT.  
 
Sandra & Rupert 
Public Relations Committee 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7721272648?pwd=bURLUWxod0NxK1VtQ0NLMy9qSktKZz09
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UWI GRADUATES IN THE NEWS 
(Compiled from UWI News) 

 

Cave Hill Alum Dr. Nadine Rogers to receive Global achievement Award from 

John Hopkins University 

The U.S. national has deep Caribbean roots that span Trinidad & Tobago, 
Barbados, and even Anguilla, where her family gathered during the August 
school breaks. She currently serves as the Country Director for the U.S. 
Peace Corps in the Cooperative Republic of Guyana. Dr. Rogers has almost 
30 years of experience in management, health policy implementation, sci-
ence administration, and education and communications across the pri-
vate, public, and non-profit sectors. She has previously served as a Foreign 
Service Officer at the Office of the Global AIDS Coordinator under the U.S. 
State Department, and for 10 years she worked at the U.S. National Insti-
tutes of Health, handling scientific review of multi-million-dollar research 

grant applications focused on HIV/AIDS prevention and services in populations at risk-for or ad-
dicted to drugs, both domestically and internationally. She has served the U.S. government across 
the globe, including Vietnam, Cambodia, Uganda, Ethiopia, South Africa, Zambia, and the Carib-
bean. 
 
Dr. Rogers shares credit for pioneering distance learning at the American Red Cross—an expertise 
that she recently tapped while working with schoolteachers in Guyana. In 2018, she received a 
Franklin Award from the U.S. Embassy in Hanoi, Vietnam for her efforts on behalf of drug abusing 
populations in Vietnam. 
 
The certified Project Management Professional views her accomplishments as the result of her 
willingness to grasp opportunities and to try new things.  She acknowledges that her experiences 
as an immigrant American taught her to be resilient and challenged her to remain authentic. Her 
Caribbean upbringing prepared her to be adaptable and to be sensitive to the needs and chal-
lenges of those working on issues of development in under resourced settings. 
 
“Every day, I endeavour to be a good steward of the opportunities that come my way and the 
efforts for which I am responsible,” Dr. Rogers said.  She is also very thankful to her leadership at 
the U.S. Peace Corps—an agency dedicated to world peace and friendship—and to the amazing 
team of Guyanese locals and U.S. staff at Peace Corps Guyana, who she commended for their 
willingness to be led by her over these last two difficult years. 
 
Chief Executive Officer of the U.S. Peace Corps Carol Spahn offered congratulations by letter to 
Dr. Rogers, stating, “This award is a testament to your many years of tireless and successful work 
in the fields of global health and education, and the meaningful impact you have been able to 
make on the world. I am so pleased Johns Hopkins is recognising you with this award, and I am 
grateful for your leadership of the Peace Corps/Guyana team.” 



7 
 

 
The Global Achievement award is one of six categories of awards to honour outstanding alumni, 
faculty, and friends of Johns Hopkins.  Presented every year, the award honours alumni who ex-
emplify the Johns Hopkins tradition of excellence and have brought credit to the university and 
their profession in the international arena through their professional achievements or humani-
tarian service. Dr. Rogers will travel to the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health to 
receive the award in an upcoming ceremony. 
 
The Cave Hill graduate is also known to the institution’s community by her Calypso sobriquet, 
‘Spitfire.’ A published poet, who served as the President of the Creative Writer’s Association 
while at Cave Hill, Dr. Rogers credits the institution with giving her a solid start, a thirst for 
knowledge, a place to be creative, and the chance to develop lifelong friendships. 
 

The UWI Family mourns the passing of Honorary Graduate, Hon Barbara Gloudon, OJ. - A 

Giant of Journalism and Theatre 
 

Hon. Barbara Gloudon, OJ, a veteran broadcaster, journalist 

and playwright was the former features editor at The 

Gleaner and hosted Radio Jamaica's talk-show 'Hotline' from 

the late 1980's until her departure in 2015.  As host of Radio 

Jamaica's talk show, Hotline, she attracted a huge following 

with her folksy delivery and wit, coupled with the empa-

thy she exuded in her interactions with listeners.  

For decades Barbara Gloudon was the Chair, chief writer and producer for the Little Theatre 
Movement's, Annual Pantomime.  

In recognition of her distinguished and faithful service to Jamaica, Mrs. Gloudon was bestowed 
with the Order of Jamaica (OJ) in 1992. In 2012, she became a fellow of the Institute of Jamaica, 
and in 2013, she was inducted in the Press Association of Jamaica's Hall of Fame. 

in 2003, Mrs. Gloudon was conferred with the Doctor of Letters (DLitt) degree as an Honorary 
Graduate of the UWI, Mona Campus. 

The University extends condolences to the family and friends of the late Mrs. Gloudon. 

 

 

https://uwi.edu/alumnionline/sites/default/files/styles/large/public/field/image/ebecc978d93629b218477792ec2ae365barbara_gloudon.jpg?itok=iD9Iko_i

