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December 2016 Newsletter 

 

Message from the President 

 

Dear UWI Alums and Friends: 

 

During 2016, the University of the West Indies 

Alumni Association (UWIAA) FL chapter has 

continued to contribute to the advancement of our 
alma mater as a center of excellence, and build 

communities in Florida and the Caribbean. Thank 

you for your support!  

 

As we move into a new year, you are encouraged to 

become actively engaged in UWIAA’s work. More 

than ever your contribution of time, talent and/or 

resources is needed to help address some of the needs 

for scholarships and UWI programs. We also want to 

do more to promote the welfare of UWI grads locally. 
I look forward to meeting many of you this year. 

 

UWI’s motto is “Oriens Ex Occidente Lux” or “A 

Light Rising from the West.” May the light of 

Christmas and the Holidays be your sun, brightens 

your destiny and lift your spirits. May your home be 

blessed with love, happiness and prosperity always! 

 
Carmen 
Carmen A. Nicholas, PhD 

President 

 

Ronald and Miriam White Scholarship Launched 

In July 2016, the Florida Chapter of the University of 

the West Indies launched the Ronald and Miriam 

White Scholarship Fund. Ronald and Miriam White 
are the founding executive board members, with 

Ronald serving as the president for ten years.  The 

association that was formed in 1995. Ronald 

completed the degree in economics and Miriam the 

degree in management at the University of the West 

Indies. The scholarship will be awarded annually 

with the first award slated for the fall 2017 semester.  

Although the scholarship will be “needs based”, the 

recipient must also have achieved a certain level of 

scholastic success based on his or her overall grade 

point average. 

 

At the launching of the Ronald and Miriam White 

Scholarship fund, were members of the current and 

past executive boards. From left to right: Sandra 

Schrouder, Margaret Barrett, Miriam White, Carmen 

Nicholas, Ronald White, and Rupert Rhodd. 

Jamaican Alumni Associations’ Walkathon 

The annual Jamaican Alumni Associations’ 

Walkathon that was held on December 3, 2016 at the 

Central Broward Regional Park was successful on 

many fronts. Not only was the turnout good, but many 
alumni associations used this event to boost their 

revenue.  

 

University of the West Indies Alumni 

Association, Florida 
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With the UWI Alumni banner at the walkathon are 

from left to right: Peggy Byfield, Carmen Nicholas, 

Margaret Barrett, and Miriam White. 

The University of the West Indies Alumni 

Association raised over $1,000 from the walkathon 

based largely on the yeoman effort of the small 

contingent of walkers including those in the picture 

above. We are certain that we will continue to build 

our revenue in future years as this event that is put on 

by the Coalition of Jamaican Alumni Associations is 

certainly an easy and least costly way to raise funds 

for the UWI alumni Association.  

Global Giving 

The first UWI Global Giving Week occurred over the 

period August 1, 2016 to August 7, 2016. With the 
theme, Emancipate, Educate, and Donate, the goal 

of this global fundraising effort was to help advance 

the University of the West Indies academic priorities, 

and support students initiatives and capital projects as 

the institution approaches its 70th anniversary in 

2018. UWI’s Global Giving Program was also 

intended to raise the awareness of the region’s history 

and role of education while emphasizing UWI’s 

vision “to be globally recognized as a regionally 

integrated, innovative, internationally competitive 

university, deeply rooted in all aspects of Caribbean 
development and committed to educating and serving 

the diverse people of the region and beyond”. 

 

The executive board is truly appreciative of the 

members’ effort during this week. In fact, the 

president Dr. Nicholas is hoping that for the chapter 

Global Giving will be an ongoing effort culminating 

in Global Giving week 2017. She is also living by 

what she preaches as just this month she was 

successful in getting someone to donate to Global 

Giving week 2017. 

 

The University of the West Indies – UWI Alumni 

Association of South Florida is coming of age. 

Adapted from the South Florida Caribbean News 
November 26, 2016 

Dr. Marcia Magnus 

 

The organization is celebrating 21 years of giving 

from South Florida to the University of the West 

Indies (UWI) which has campuses in Jamaica, 

Trinidad & Tobago, Barbados and Open campuses in 

several Caribbean countries. 

The UWI Alumni Association’s incoming president 
Dr. Carmen Nicholas 2016-2017 recently presented a 

plaque to outgoing President Dr. Rupert Rhodd at 

Florida Atlantic University in Davie. 

 

Changing of the UWIAA-FL guard at FAU Davie. After six 

years of leading the University of the West Indies Alumni 

Association–South Florida Dr. Rupert Rhodd (holding the 

plaque) hands over the reins to Dr. Carmen Nicholas (third 

left). On hand were Dr. Marcia Magnus, Founding President 

(far left). From the right, Dr. Sandra Schrouder, former 

President Margaret Barrett, and Mrs. Miriam White 

representing the association’s second President Ron White. 

The 2016-2017 Agenda includes an Evening with a 

Literary Giant. The UWI South Florida Guild was 

founded in 1995 by Dr. Marcia Magnus and a group 

of committed alumni. Over the years, the Guild’s 

name was changed to the UWI Alumni Association 

but the giving remained. 
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The Association has held panel discussions, 

symposiums, a book drive; fundraisers with Byron 

Lee, nostalgic camaraderie-producing social events, 

a fish fry, a car raffle, and banquets.  But it has not all 

been fun, the Association has contributed thousands 

of dollars and offered scholarships to needy but gifted 

UWI students. 

Minutes from the General Meeting of UWI 

Alumni Association Florida Chapter 

 

The General Meeting of UWI Alumni Association, 

the Florida Chapter was held on November 19, 2016 

at Florida Atlantic University’s Davie campus. The 
list of attendees included  

 

 Dr. Carmen Nicholas – President 

 Dr. Rupert Rhodd - Treasurer 

 Mr. Donat Grant – Vice-President 

 Ms. Margaret Barrett – Secretary 

 Ms. Grace Watson 

 Mr. Ben Watson 

 Ms. Earlene Service 

 Dr. Sandra Schroeder 

 Dr. Marcia Magnus 

 Mr. Leon Roberts 

 Mrs. Miriam White 
 

An interesting and fun icebreaking exercise led by Dr. 

Marcia Magnus opened the meeting. Attendees 

paired up with someone they didn’t know well and 

using 6 prepared questions, conducted interviews of 
each other. Reports were given by each partner.  

 

 Dr. Nicholas introduced the members of the 

new board and highlighted the 21 years’ 

longevity of the organization. Bouquets were 

presented to the founding president Dr. Marcia 

Magnus; Miriam White, wife of past president 

Ronald White; Margaret Barrett, past president; 

and Dr. Sandra Schrouder, public relations 

director from the previous board. A plaque was 

presented to immediate past president Dr. 
Rupert Rhodd for his service and dedication to 

the organization for 6 years. 

 Dr. Nicholas gave a brief report from the UWI 

Alumni presidents’ meeting, noting the 

Director of UWI Alumni Relations Celia 

Francis Davidson request for help. This 

included assistance for scholarships, 

infrastructure repair and expansion, and support 

for innovation in the areas of science based 

entrepreneurship, to name just a few.  

 Dr. Nicholas encouraged the members present 

to view Global Giving as an ongoing activity 
which will culminate in global Giving week 

each year. Additionally, she urged the chapter 

to continue supporting AFUWI events 

including the Legacy Award Dinner in 

February 2017.  

 Dr. Nicholas suggested that the association look 

closely at its current website to see if it would 

not be better to use the University of the West 

Indies’ “Alumni Online” website as our official 

site. Leon Anderson and Donat Grant (the 

groups resident experts on IT affairs) agreed 
that any option that is chosen should aim to give 

the association make visibility and attract more 

members.   

 Dr. Rhodd gave the financial report and 

presented the 2017 budget. Donation for Giving 

Week was $1,150; the Ron and Miriam White 

Scholarship fund (AFUWI) presently stands at 

$650; and the balance in the bank as of 

November 19, 2016 was $812.70. The 2017 

budget includes a projected income of $20,000 
and expenditure of $17, 900. This is expected to 

generate net savings of $2,100.  

 The Christmas Lyme coordinator, Dr. Marcia 

spearheaded the discussion of the December 9th 

event at the Coral Springs’ residence of UWI 

grads Mabel and Glaister Ayr. She asked 

volunteers to sign up to bring food, drinks and 

other items.  

 Dr. Sandra Shrouder presented the membership 

with an outline for the General Mission 

statement. Feedback from this is expected and 
in 2017, the mission statement will be 

completed from the members’ input.  

 Discussion on other signature events was tabled 

until next general meeting. These included a 

panel discussion: “Caribbean Crisis: Bridging 

the gender Gap in Academic Admissions”; An 

evening with a Caribbean Literary Giant, and 

ideas from the membership. 
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 Dr. Nicholas suggested adopting a basic school 

in Jamaica. Further research will be done and 

presented to membership at a later date.  Earline 

Service suggested that service projects should 

be done locally as well. She will work with the 

executives on some ideas for service projects in 

the local area. 

Pictures from the Christmas Lyme 

 

The association uses this medium to acknowledge 

the outstanding effort of Dr. Marcia Magnus who 

coordinated the Lyme, and to thanks Mabel and 

Glaister Ayr for allowing us to use their lovely 

home for this social.  

 

 

 

Closing Thoughts from the President 

The 20th Annual Awards Gala of the American 

Foundation of the University of the West Indies will 
take place on February 23, 2017 at the Pierre Hotel in 

New York City. This fund raising event is one in 

which the prestigious Legacy Awards are conferred 

on notable individuals who represent high levels of 

achievement within their respective fields of industry 

and enterprise. I am hoping some of the south Florida 

UWI alums will be able to attend. 

 

I would like to see active membership in this 

association reach 100 in 2017, and I am asking you to 
send us me or any member of the board contacts of 

UWI graduates that you meet in your daily lives here 

in south Florida. 

Ms. Celia Francis Davidson, 

the director of UWI Alumni 
Relations has been branded 

“an influencer”. The link 

below, which is a recorded 

interview by UWI TV shows 

us why she has this title. Way 

to go Celia!  

https://www.uwitv.org/prog/in fluencers-s01-e02-dec-8-
2016/ 

Editors: 

Sandra Schrouder, PhD 

Rupert Rhodd, PhD 

Please send comments to rqecon@hotmail.com 

https://exchange.fau.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=pOvUE1jly5DfOU4C-AGiNoAQMC_zdNJZj28bZAN6ISpTU2cMNSvUCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.uwitv.org%2fprog%2finfluencers-s01-e02-dec-8-2016%2f
https://exchange.fau.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=pOvUE1jly5DfOU4C-AGiNoAQMC_zdNJZj28bZAN6ISpTU2cMNSvUCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.uwitv.org%2fprog%2finfluencers-s01-e02-dec-8-2016%2f

