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MLK AWARD FOR
SIR HILARY BECKLES
Reverend Al Sharpton, President
and Founder of the US National Action Network (NAN), has announced that the organisation’s Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr Day awards will be conferred on Professor Sir Hilary Beckles and Dr Anthony Fauci at the annual
breakfast event on MLK Day, January 18, 2021.

NEWS FROM THE EXECUTIVE BODY
Members of the Florida Chapter:
We ended the year on a high note all because of the support
we received from you during 2020. Even without our usual
Pelican Award Banquet and Soca-Reggae Fete, we are starting 2021 in a stronger financial position that we did in January 2020. From our revenue in 2020, the chapter awarded
$5,000 in scholarships to eight (8) students and contributed
to the American Foundation of the University of the West
Indies Laptop Drive. YOU DID WELL!!!
After 4 very successful years at the helm, Dr. Carmen Nicholas passed the baton to Dr. Cheralee Morgan and Ms. Diana
Turnbull who will serve as Co-Presidents until 2022. Along
with the co-presidents, Dr. Kendra Merchant will be serving
as secretary and Dr. Nicholas will be the treasurer. Ms. Miriam White will be the assistant to both the secretary and
treasurer, and Drs. Schrouder and Rhodd will be the association’s public relations and outreach duo. The association
will publish a bi-monthly newsletter, in which we are hoping
will have congratulatory notes for birthdays, awards, births,
marriages, lucky lotto winners……. Please send us these
items.
The association does well when members are doing well and
through our outreach and public relations effort, we are
hoping to create a members’ professional directory. This will
be housed through links on the UWI Florida page on the
website. Here we are hoping to categorize our members according to their current area(s) of professional service. We
are hoping that members seeking the services of a business
consultant, doctor, dentist…. will first look at this page.

This is the 30th anniversary for the awards by which the work,
and the legacy of Dr King are celebrated and persons honoured
with a view to refocusing and sustaining his dream.
Sir Hilary Beckles has been at the forefront of the demands for
reparations for genocide and slavery committed by European
nations in the Caribbean. Sir Hilary is recognised for his global
advocacy, academic scholarship and intellectual leadership in
support of social justice, institutional equity, and economic development for marginalised and oppressed ethnicities and nations.
Sir Hilary, Vice-Chancellor of The University of the West Indies,
President of Universities Caribbean, Chairman of the Caribbean Examinations Council, Chairman of the CARICOM Reparations Commission and Advisor on Sustainable Development
to former United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, will
receive the "Peace and Freedom Award”. Prior awardees include the 42nd President of the United States, Bill Clinton;
Berry Gordy, Founder of Motown Music, and the 82nd Attorney General of the USA, Eric Holder.
Event speakers have included Vice President-Elect Joe Biden
and United States Attorney General Loretta Lynch. The Dr
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day ceremony and awards will be held
in Washington, DC on Monday, January 18, 2021 from 8:30 am
(EST/Jamaica) / 9:30 am (AST/Eastern Caribbean). The event
will be streamed live on UWItv’s website www.uwitv.org, cable channels on Flow EVO and Facebook page.
The Florida Chapter of the University of the West Indies Alumni
Association congratulates Sir Hillary on this recent accolade, of
which he is most deserving. (Source: The UWI)

More interesting information in the newsletter include information on Dr. Beckles’ Award ceremony.
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Do you know that students in the west Indies can attend
an open campus at any of the sites below?

2020 -22 FLORIDA CHAPTER
EXECUTIVE BOARD
Co-Presidents
Diana Turnbull
Dr. Cheralee Morgan
Vice Presidents
Justin Vincent
Donat Grant
Treasurer & Assistant Treasurer
Dr. Carmen Nicholas
Miriam White
Secretary & Assistant Secretary
Dr. Kendra Merchant
Miriam White
Public Relations
Dr. Sandra Schrouder
Dr. Rupert Rhodd
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THE UWI’S DIRECTOR OF CENTRE
FOR DISABILITIES ELECTED MEMBER OF UN COMMITTEE
DECEMBER 4, 2020 – UWI CAMPUS NEW

The University
of the West Indies Cave Hill,
Dr Floyd Morris,
Director of the
Centre for Disability Studies at
The University
of the West Indies (The UWI)
Mona Campus
will be representing the interests of
persons with disabilities on the global
stage for the next four years in a new
capacity. His successful bid in becoming a member of the United Nations’
Committee on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (CRPD) was confirmed
after the election on Monday, November 30, 2020 at the United Nations’
New York Headquarters.
The CRPD is the international body of
experts that monitors the implementation of the rights guaranteed under
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2007). Some
180 members of the UN voted for the
selection of nine new members from a
field of 29 candidates. Well respected
and fully endorsed by a CARICOM
body of 15, Dr Morris was widely held
to be the best candidate for this membership from the region.
In his stewardship as Minister of State
in the Government of Jamaica’s Ministry of Labour and Social Security, he
led negotiations which culminated in
the country being the first in the world
to sign and ratify the Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
in 2007. Dr Morris’ service to the public also includes his current tenure as
Opposition Senator, and President of
the Senate of Jamaica (2013-2016). He
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was also instrumental in the passing of
the Disabilities Act 2014 and introduced sign language to the Jamaican
Parliament.
Dr Morris has made his mark advocating for the rights of persons with disabilities all while being an outstanding
public servant, educator, researcher
and a recognised Caribbean expert on
disability. He is also a sought-after
conference speaker and media contributor.
Responding to his successful bid for
this membership, Dr Morris said:
“Representing this community is my
life’s work. Representing my country
in this capacity is a continuation of
that work and I am humbled by the
confidence placed in me by my colleagues locally and regionally to represent the interest of persons with disabilities in this capacity.
“The UWI must be commended for allowing me to practice and own my
skills in an unbridled way and I am
eternally grateful for its support. I am
excited to begin this new chapter of
representing my country on the
world’s stage,” Dr Morris noted.
As Director of the Centre for Disability
Studies at The UWI Mona Campus, Dr
Morris has mobilised more than
JMD$90 million in grant funding for
projects under the Centre which was
his brainchild. In 2014, Dr Morris
served as Conference Chair for the inaugural Regional Disability Studies
Conference and launched the Regional
Disability Index in 2018. He has consistently contributed to making The
UWI, Mona an environment that is accommodating to persons with disabilities. His efforts have seen significant
advancements on the Campus including a progressive policy on physical access to persons with disabilities; modern equipment to aid students with
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disabilities; special facilities for student accommodation; employment
for persons with disabilities, including
students through a Summer employment programme and the work of the
Centre for Disability Studies in driving
research, training, public education
and advocacy for persons with disabilities.
Reacting to the announcement, Pro
Vice-Chancellor and Principal of The
UWI, Mona Campus, Professor Dale
Webber said: “He was given this mandate, not because of his disability, but
because of his ability to represent the
interest of members of the community
of persons with disabilities.
They can rest assured that they have a
champion in their corner who will ensure their interests are protected. He
did it on the Mona Campus and nationally as a State Minister, and I have no
doubt he will continue to be the extraordinary advocate he has proven
himself to be on the global stage. I
could not be prouder to call him a
friend and colleague.”
Dr Morris was the recipient of the
Prime Minister’s Award for Excellence
in Disability Policy and Legislative Reform in Jamaica in 2012. Most recently, on November 19, he was honoured with The UWI’s prestigious ViceChancellor’s Award for Excellence
for Service to the University Community. In congratulating Dr Morris on
his appointment to this important UN
body, Vice-Chancellor, Professor Sir
Hilary Beckles said, “In addition to being a distinguished colleague, Dr Morris is a good friend. I am therefore
elated by his success that shows The
UWI for what it is: the most democratic, egalitarian, people-centered
and empowering university in the
world.”
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UWI URGES CARIBBEAN TO EMBRACE SCIENCE, REJECT MISINFORMATION AND TAKE COVID19 VACCINE
JAMAICA OBSERVER
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2020

KINGSTON, Jamaica — The University of the West Indies (The UWI) is encouraging
a responsible, positive and open-minded approach towards the COVID-19 vaccine.
The message was brought forward at a Vice-Chancellor's Forum aimed at exploring
developments in the battle against the COVID-19 pandemic, with particular focus
on the new vaccines. The virtual event was hosted recently and was led by The UWI
COVID-19 Task Force.
The forum was moderated by Caleb Gardiner, guild president of The UWI Five Islands Campus and member of The UWI COVID-19 Task Force. Dr Luz Longsworth, pro vice-chancellor of Global Affairs and
principal of The UWI Open Campus delivered welcome remarks on behalf of Vice-Chancellor, Professor Sir Hilary Beckles.
“As we now approach the end of 2020, The UWI presents the first in what will be a series of conversations on vaccinations
now developed and those being developed for COVID-19,” she said. “This has been an unprecedented rapid vaccine development, probably the fastest in history. The UWI is pleased to provide this platform and space to engage with Caribbean
experts, to discuss and explore some of the issues of concern around the vaccination, such as safety and effectiveness,
what they do to your body and of course, the ethical issue around access. Given the nature of this pandemic, there are
many myths and misinformation. As a university of excellence, it is our role to provide this means of engagement with our
renowned researchers, scientists and practitioners such as our panelists and to explore what this new phase of COVID-19
means for us in the Caribbean.”
Immunologist and Chair of The UWI COVID-19 Task Force, Professor Clive Landis spoke to the effectiveness of modern
vaccines in eradicating smallpox and drastically reducing childhood diseases such as measles and polio through sustained
vaccination programmes worldwide. He warned against the loss of confidence in vaccines due to misinformation spread
by the modern “anti-vax” movement, which has resulted in an unnecessary and dangerous upsurge in the infection rates
of avoidable diseases. Professor Landis allayed concerns about the speed with which the vaccine had been produced. He
explained that since 2005 scientists have been working to develop a vaccine against SARS which is a member of the coronavirus family, and therefore the process of adapting this work to the sequence of COVID-19 was straightforward.
Another member of the Task Force, Professor of Molecular Genetics and Virology at The UWI St Augustine Campus, Professor Christine Carrington stressed that the risk of a severe negative reaction from a vaccine is miniscule compared to
the severity of symptoms of the disease itself. There may be minor side effects such as pain, redness and swelling at the
injection site, mild fever, chills, or muscle or joint pain, she said.
“The majority of these side effects are actually signs that the immune system is working and developing a protective
response. Serious allergic reactions are very rare. So, getting vaccinated is safer than getting the disease.”
Professor Carrington noted that all the COVID-19 vaccines that are now approved—Pfizer BioNTech (BNT162b2), Moderna
(mRNA-1273) and Oxford AstraZeneca (ChAd0x1 nCoV-19)—have shown to be remarkably effective. She highlighted that
there are also several Chinese vaccines and one Russian vaccine in use. During her presentation, Head of The UWI Five
Islands School of Nursing, Karen Josiah refuted common myths and perceptions surrounding vaccines and debunked beliefs that vaccines contain harmful substances or even microchips. She stressed the safety and strict ethical and clinical
conditions under which the vaccines were developed and approved.
While compassionately understanding the fears and doubts among members of the public, she encouraged health care
workers to help instill public confidence through their conduct and communication with all stakeholders.
“Once trust is built,” she explained, “compliance is easy.”
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(From page 4)
Chair of the PAHO Regional Immunisation Technical Advisory Group, Professor Peter Figueroa explained the measures
being taken globally to ensure equity of access to safe, high-quality, effective and affordable diagnostics, therapeutics and
vaccines. He cited the COVAX Facility, an international initiative aimed at ensuring rapid, widespread and equitable distribution of COVID-19 vaccines, particularly to the world's most vulnerable populations.

WE TEND TO FORGET THAT
HAPPINESS DOES NOT COME AS A RESULT OF GETTING SOMETHING WE DO
NOT HAVE,
BUT RATHER FROM RECOGNIZING AND APPRECIATING WHAT WE DO HAVE:
A WONDERFUL GROUP OF UWI ALUMS AND SUPPORTERS.
THANKS A MILLION!

(From the Board)
Words on Images

PELICANS SOARING!
GREG HAZLE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, BOCA HELPING HANDS
Greg grew up in his native Jamaica and emigrated with his
family to Florida in 1985. He received his undergraduate degree
in Chemical Engineering from the
University of the West Indies and
an MBA in Finance from the University of Miami. He has had an
extensive corporate career in the
public utility, independent energy, mining, and construction materials industries. He has served as a senior executive in various functions at NextEra (parent of FPL) as well
as in a number of other Fortune 500 companies, including
multinationals Alcan Aluminum and Cemex. His corporate
roles have included process engineering, corporate finance, strategic planning, and project development.
Greg is married, and he and his wife, Tina, have two daughters, Ebonie and Tara. Greg's family has lived in Boca Raton
since 1993 and he has been a member of the Board of
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Directors of Boca Helping Hands since 2014. In his spare
time, Greg enjoys golf, soccer, and music.

GILES STEWART
STATE FARM INSURANCE AGENCY: MIRAMAR
Congratulations to Giles
who recently retired after a long and distinguished career as a State
Farm Insurance Agent in
Miramar, Florida. A double major in Chemistry
and Mathematics from the University of the West Indies,
Giles also completed a Diploma in Management at UWI. He
later completed his MBA at Nova Southeastern University.
He will certainly be missed by the hundreds of clients that
he provided invaluable insurance service over the years.
The Association wishes Giles well and is truly appreciative
of his support over the years.
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