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Dear UWI Pelicans and Friends, 

 

Greetings! 

 

“Knowledge is power. Information is liberating. Edu-

cation is the premise of progress, in every society, in 

every family.”- Kofi Annan 

 

The year 2018 is special to us as it marks the 70th year 

of existence of the University of the West Indies. The 

Florida Chapter held its first celebratory event, the 70th 

Anniversary Church Service at Holy Family Episcopal 

on March 18, 2018 and it was a tremendous success 

and well attended.  We extend thanks to Father Horace 

Ward, the Holy Family Episcopal Family and the 

many alumni and friends who participated in the ser-

vice.   

 

 
 

We will continue to celebrate the 70th anniversary of 

the Caribbean’s most prestigious university; the Uni-

versity of the West Indies throughout this year, as on 

June 16, 2018, there will be the 70TH ANNIVER-

SARY FETE and later this year, on September 22, 

2018, there will be the PELICAN AWARD LUNCH-

EON. Here is the full list of upcoming events and their 

objectives:  

 

• June 16, 2018: 70th Anniversary Fete:  Please see the 

flyer on page 3. Proceeds from this event will provide 

scholarships for needy but talented students attending 

any of the four campuses (Mona (Jamaica), St. Augus-

tine (Trinidad), Cave Hill (Barbados) or Open Campus.  

Already high tuition fees will be increased for the 

2018/19 school year.  Alumni members, family and 

friends, please put this on your calendar to join us for 

an evening of fun. For tickets please contact Carmen 

(954-732-3821) or Rupert (954-242-2529) 

 

• September 22, 2018: Pelican Award Luncheon: The 

Pelican Award Luncheon will honor 7 alumni of the 

University of West Indies (UWI) who have demonstrat-

ed significant achievements in their chosen profession, 

earned high respect among their colleagues, contributed 

to the alma mater, and have had a national and/or inter-

national impact. Please submit names of UWI graduates 

to me (canicholas65@gmail.com) on or before June 9, 

2018. Please the Flyer on Page 4. 

 

• December 1, 2018: The Coalition of Jamaican 

Alumni Associations’ Annual Walkathon:  In honor 

of UWI’s 70th Anniversary, we are aiming to have 70 

walkers under the UWI banner. Please begin to get 

commitment from family and friends to be part of this 

momentous occasion. The pledge sheets will be sent out 

to you by mid-August. Please see the Flyer on Page 5. 

You can also show your Pelican Pride by attending 

UWI Chancellor’s Week in Jamaica, July 23 - 29, 

2018. As the country that hosted the first campus, Mo-

na will play host to the UWI Chancellor’s ‘Week’ of 

activities. UWI graduates and stakeholders from across 

and outside the region are invited to spend family hol-

idays in Jamaica and to include the UWI activities and 

other summer events taking place in Jamaica.  

 

I am inviting you to do something special this year by 

becoming a Pelican Perks member and then en-

courage others to be members. You can also en-

mailto:canicholas65@gmail.com
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courage your friends that own businesses to become 

Pelican Perk Partners.  Participating businesses and 

individuals (Pelican Perks Partners) around the world 

offer discounts on products and services to UWI stu-

dents and alumni. Eligible persons will be required to 

show their valid Student Identification Card or their 

UWIAA membership card. It is easy to sign up and 

there is no fee!  Here are the links - you can just sign 

up online:  

 

https://www.uwi.edu/ALUMNIONLINE/membership/

pelican-perks/offer 

 

https://www.uwi.edu/ALUMNIONLINE/membership/

pelican-perks/info-for-merchants 

 

https://www.uwi.edu/ALUMNIONLINE/membership/

pelican-perks/terms-and-conditions 

 

Benefits for our Partners: 

 

• Free listing on our Alumni Online Community 

• Periodic free exposure in our UWI Nexus Month-

ly E-Update  

• Discounted ads in our UWI Connect alumni mag-

azine  

• Perks are available internationally and throughout 

the Caribbean region. 

• Perks are promoted to over 200,000 students and 

alumni.  

 

I thank you for your support and engagement thus far 

this year. I look forward to this continuing and to see-

ing you at the events in summer and fall as we contin-

ue to celebrate our alma mater’s 70th anniversary.  

 

Warm regards, 

 

Carmen Nicholas, PhD, President UWIAA -FL   

954-732-3821; canicholas65@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

UWI PAST PRESIDENT, RUPERT RHODD IN 

THE LIST OF HONOREES FOR THE CARIB-

BEAN AMERICAN HERITAGE AWARDS 
 

The 4th Annual Caribbean American Heritage 

Awards Banquet & Gala, in celebration of Caribbean 

American Heritage Month, will be held on June 9, 

2018 at The DoubleTree by Hilton, Sunrise-Sawgrass, 

starting at 7:00 PM with a reception, followed by En-

tertainment, Dinner, Awards Presentation with dancing 

until close.  

 

The Caribbean American Heritage Awards recognize 

ordinary people who have performed extraordinary 

work and continue to give back to their community. 

Areas of recognition include: HealthCare; Health; 

Wellness; Arts and Culture; Legal; Entrepreneurship; 

Academia; Charity; Community/Leadership Support 

and Media.  

 

South Florida is a melting pot of people from numer-

ous Caribbean Islands and this year the Honorees rep-

resent Jamaica; Trinidad & Tobago; Haiti; Cuba; 

Antigua & Barbuda.  The Honorees are: Sandra 

Richards; Rupert Rhodd PhD; Jennifer Carroll-

former Lieutenant Gov-Fl; Dr. Alina Valdes; H. 

Nathan Charles PhD; Commissioner Darline B. 

Riggs; Micaelle Guirand Titus; and Wilma Mul-

care respectively.    

 

In addition, we will again present the “Friend of the 

Caribbean Award” representing 2 categories: Media, 

Rodney Baltimore – Hot 105/Cox Media Inc., Out-

standing Leadership Award, Congresswoman, Deb-

bie Wasserman Shultz, who tirelessly extends a 

voice for ALL people regardless of ethnicity and 

culture; Outstanding Leadership Award, Vice-

Mayor-Lauderhill, Howard Berger, for his unwa-

vering support to the Caribbean Community. 

 

The mission of CAHMUSA is to expand the 

knowledge and awareness of the rich cultural heritage 

of the people of the Caribbean region and their many 

significant contributions to the development and well-

being of the USA. To learn more please visit 

www.CAHMUSA.com 

Elizabeth Burns, CEO 

https://www.uwi.edu/ALUMNIONLINE/membership/pelican-perks/offer
https://www.uwi.edu/ALUMNIONLINE/membership/pelican-perks/offer
https://www.uwi.edu/ALUMNIONLINE/membership/pelican-perks/info-for-merchants
https://www.uwi.edu/ALUMNIONLINE/membership/pelican-perks/info-for-merchants
https://www.uwi.edu/ALUMNIONLINE/membership/pelican-perks/terms-and-conditions
https://www.uwi.edu/ALUMNIONLINE/membership/pelican-perks/terms-and-conditions
mailto:canicholas65@gmail.com
http://www.cahmusa.com/
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Professor Dale Webber officially appointed 

to serve as next Principal of The UWI Mona 

Campus 

Professor Dale Webber, Pro 

Vice-Chancellor, Graduate Stud-

ies and Research at The Univer-

sity of the West Indies (The 

UWI) has been appointed Cam-

pus Principal of the Mona Cam-

pus in Jamaica. Pursuant to Stat-

ute 10, the appointment was ap-

proved by Chancellor Robert Bermudez, on behalf of 

the University Council, following a recommendation 

from Vice-Chancellor Professor Sir Hilary Beckles. 

Professor Webber will succeed Professor Archibald 

McDonald as Principal of The UWI Mona Campus 

and his appointment takes effect from October 1, 

2018. 

Professor Dale Webber has had a distinguished career 

in Coastal Ecology and Environmental Management 

and a strong and consistent record of teaching, gradu-

ate supervision, administration and research excel-

lence which spans 30 years of service with the UWI. 

He joined The UWI in 1989 as Warden of Taylor Hall 

(of residence) at the Mona Campus. In 1991, he 

moved to become Lecturer in the Department of Life 

Sciences, was promoted in 2003 to a Senior Lecturer 

and then to the rank of Professor in 2010. Between 

2003 and 2007, Professor Webber served as Head of 

the Department of Life Sciences. From 1992 to 2001, 

he was the Assistant Director for the Centre for Ma-

rine Sciences at Mona, and returned as Director from 

2005 to 2015, and held the Grace Kennedy’s James 

Moss-Solomon Snr. Chair in Environmental Man-

agement from 2010 to 2015. In 2015, Professor Web-

ber was appointed Pro Vice-Chancellor for Graduate 

Studies. His portfolio expanded to Graduate Studies 

and Research in 2016 when the Graduate Studies and 

Research portfolios merged. 

As Pro Vice-Chancellor for Graduate Studies and Re-

search, Professor Webber has mobilised staff and stu-

dents across all four campuses to develop eight multi-

campus research clusters. This has resulted in four 

successful international grant applications, as well as 

a US$25 million research monitoring Memorandum 

of Understanding between the University and the 

Government of Montserrat. He has also secured the 

establishment of posts of Directors of Graduate Stud-

ies and Research at the Cave Hill, Mona and St Au-

gustine campuses. 

Professor Webber has an excellent record of public 

service, currently serving as Chairman, Environmen-

tal Foundation of Jamaica (EFJ) Board of Directors, 

Convener of the CAPE Environmental Sciences Panel 

for the Caribbean Examination Council, Chairman of 

CL Environmental Company and Chairman, The 

Climate Change Advisory Board of Jamaica. 

At the national level, his effective engagement with 

the private and public sector is well-known. Particu-

larly, in the environmental private sector, Professor 

Webber led the transformation and operation of the 

EFJ, as the largest environmental grant/donor organi-

sation in Jamaica, and as its Chairman, oversaw its 

successful merger with Forest Conservation Founda-

tion (FCF). 

As an academic and a researcher, Professor Webber 

has produced five book chapters and thirty-five publi-

cations in peer-reviewed journals. He has presented 

his research findings at conferences locally, regional-

ly and internationally and has written over twenty 

technical reports for the governments of the Caribbe-

an and attracted approximately US$2.5 million in re-

search grants over the past 20 years. He has super-

vised 21 MSc, 27 MPhil and 14 PhD students to suc-

cessful completion across a range of interests, from 

water quality and coastal ecology to oceanography, 

ecosystem modelling and the effectiveness of multi-

lateral environmental agreements in environmental 

management. 

The Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor, University’s execu-

tive management team and community extend con-

gratulations to Campus Principal Designate, Professor 

Dale Webber on his appointment, and wish him every 

success in this new capacity of service to the regional 

institution. The University also conveys its sincere 

gratitude to Professor Archibald McDonald for his 

distinguished leadership of the campus since 2013 
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and offers best wishes for his retirement. 

http://sta.uwi.edu/news/releases/release.asp?id=21811 

 

OTHER ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS’ EVENTS ON THE HORIZON 

 

 

http://sta.uwi.edu/news/releases/release.asp?id=21811
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10208748508110121&set=a.1122030831028.16418.1834809676&type=3
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